AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MAY 15, 2003
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 24, 2003

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2003-04 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 372

Introduced by Assembly Member Kehoe

February 14, 2003

An act to add-Seetiors1356-2-and-1798-184-to-the Health-and Safety
Code—and—to—add—Seection—12981—+to—the—tnsurafAdcle 6.6
(commencing with Section 92680) to Chapter 6 of Part 57 of the
EducationCode, relating to poison control centers.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSELS DIGEST
AB 372, as amended, Kehoe. Poison control centers: funding.
Existing law, the Emergency Medical Services System and the
Prehospital Emergency Medical Care Personnel Act, requires the
Emergency Medical Services Authority to establish minimum
standards for the operation, geographical service areas, and criteria for
deS|gnat|onpf p0|son control centers.
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surerspursuant-te-the-bilexpress legislative intent with respect to the

funding of poison control centers
Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee:—yas.
State-mandated local program: no.
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The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. {a)Article 6.6 (commencing with Section
92690) isadded to Chapter 6 of Part 57 of the Education Code, to
read:

Article 6.6. California Poison Control System

92680. (a) The Legislature finds and declares all of the
following:

(1) The California Poison Control System (CPCS) is operated
by the University of California, San Francisco, School of
Pharmacy-andThe CPC®egan statewide operations in January
1997 through a contract with the state Emergency Medical
Services Authority (EMSA).

(2) The CPCS serves the entire state through a single toll-free
telephone numbelinking calls and case data-betwa@mongfour
answering sites-and’he CPC$s currently preparing information
and procedures to prepare for nuclear, biological, and chemical
terrorism threats to California.

(o)

(3) The CPCS helps save lives, managing more than 306,000
poisoncases in 2002, 51 percent of which involved children under
the age of five years.

(d)_
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—3— AB 372

(4) Poisoning is the third most common form of unintentional
death-and Nationwide,the total annual direct costs associated
with poisoning exceedrationwide;-$3-billitmee billion dollars
($3,000,000,00Q) which is more than the nation spends on
gunshot wounds, burns, or drownings.

(e)#he—GP&S—saves—the—sta%e—e%f—ﬁﬁy—fhmﬂmmﬂ—dellars

in

(5) The CPCS saves the state over $55,000,000 annually in
health care costs, averting 61,000 emergency department and
physician office visits and reducing patient treatments by 24
percent and hospitalizations by 12 percent.

(6) In 2002, the EMSASs funding for poison control centers was
cut as part of the Governor’s Budget proppaald no new funding
has been identified.

g

(7) This reduction in funding will cause the dismantling of
valuable technology infrastructure and the dismissal of highly
skilled, experienced staff, and the costs of reassembling these
important and specialized resources are very high.

H—Fhereareabeut23-millien-Calferntans-eevered-by-health

(8) There are about 23,000,000 Californians coveretidaith
maintenance organizations—HMOSNd preferred provider
organizations (PPOs)and the annual cost of the continued
operation ofCalifornia’s poison control centers is about thirty-five
cents ($0.35) per covered Californian.

G)_

(9) Poison control centers provide services directly to many
health care service plans—p%e#eFFed—p%e\HdeFe@m&Hen&(PPO)
PPOs and health insurers by responding to inquiries from
employees of those entities who assist enrollees and subscribers,
including advice nurses, emergency room physicians, and other
health care professionals, and by other means.

(b) Subject to the inclusion of an appropriation in the annual
BudgetAct, it is the intent of the Legislature to provide full funding
to the California Poison Control System at a level sufficient to fund
full and continued operations of the poison control centers.

SEC—2—Seetion1356-2-is—addedtothe Health-and-Safety
Codetoread:
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